
WEEKLY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL





Advent, means a coming into place, view, or being. It means arrival. Advent 
is a season in which we await the coming of Christ as He took on human 
flesh over 2,000 years ago. We enter into this season with anticipation and 
longing as we eagerly await the arrival of the Savior of the world. 
 
We desire to provide an opportunity for our church at NewCity, with friends 
and family, to thoughtfully prepare for and engage our corporate worship 
during this Advent season. 

Each week we invite you to participate in the same order, or liturgy, as you 
prepare for corporate worship. Read, pray, reflect and engage with family 
and friends in community to praise and worship God for who He is and 
what He has done by sending Christ into the world.



Our call to worship this Advent season is Hannah’s Song from 1 Samuel 2. 
We have chosen this passage because, not only is it also a song, but there 
are many parallels to the songs in the first few chapters of Luke’s gospel that 
we will walk through each Advent Sunday. Hannah’s Song will be our call 
to worship for every Sunday in Advent. We invite you to read this passage 
each week during the Advent season.

Call to Worship



1 Samuel 2:1-10
And Hannah prayed and said,
 
“My heart exults in the Lord;

my horn is exalted in the Lord.
My mouth derides my enemies,

because I rejoice in your salvation.
 
“There is none holy like the Lord:

for there is none besides you;
there is no rock like our God.

Talk no more so very proudly,
let not arrogance come from your mouth;

for the Lord is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed.

The bows of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble bind on strength.

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread,
but those who were hungry have ceased to hunger.

The barren has borne seven,
but she who has many children is forlorn.

The Lord kills and brings to life;
he brings down to Sheol and raises up.

 
The Lord makes poor and makes rich;

he brings low and he exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust;

he lifts the needy from the ash heap
to make them sit with princes

and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

and on them he has set the world.
 
“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones,

but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness,
for not by might shall a man prevail.

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces;
against them he will thunder in heaven.

The Lord will judge the ends of the earth;
he will give strength to his king
and exalt the horn of his anointed.”



Week i
Mary’s Song: A Song of Trust 

We will see many parallels to our Call to Worship, Hannah’s Song, in the 
coming weeks. We begin with Mary’s Song in Luke chapter 1. The first 
notable parallel is that God has promised both Hannah and Mary a son, 
and that promise results in a song of praise from each of them.
 
READ:  Luke 1:46-55
 
PRAY:  Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine your heart to see how God has 
already acted in trustworthy ways toward you, and then ask Him to show 
you the ways in which you may be trusting in things other than Jesus.

REFLECT:  In the passage below, we see God’s faithfulness directly tied 
to His work and His Word. When God speaks, and then acts, we see that 
He is trustworthy because He brings about that which He spoke. This causes 
us to rejoice and sing! In Luke 1, Mary so believed the Word God spoke 
through the angel, that we see her already rejoicing in God’s faithfulness. 
We also see in this passage that God sends redemption to His people. 
Indeed! This is our Savior Jesus!

Psalm 111:7-9
The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are trustworthy;
they are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people;

he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!



Reflection Questions
How has God has proven Himself trustworthy in your life?

How does Jesus prove God’s trustworthiness in His Advent?

How have you seen God’s mercy in your own life? 

How have you seen God’s mercy in the lives of your family and friends? 

ENGAGE:  Sing Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus, memorize Luke 1:49-
50, and discuss your answers to the reflection questions with your family 
and friends.

Advent Hymn
Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus

 
Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus
Just to take Him at His Word
Just to rest upon His promise

And to know “Thus saith the Lord”

Jesus, Jesus how I trust Him
How I’ve proved Him o’er and o’er

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus
O for grace to trust Him more



Week ii
Zechariah’s Song: A Song of Faith

Zechariah’s song at the end of Luke 1 presents us with a notable parallel 
to our Call to Worship, in that God promises to remove or save his people 
Israel from their enemies in both Hannah’s song and in Zechariah’s song. 
 
READ:  Luke 1:67-79
 
PRAY:  Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine your heart to see how God has 
already acted in faithfulness toward you. Then, ask Him to show you the 
ways in which you may be exercising faith in things other than Jesus.

REFLECT:  In the passage below, we see God’s promise to be faithful 
to David, his servant. God does not make empty promises. He is faithful to 
bring into existence that which he promises. In David’s case, he had to wait. 
He had to endure persecution and was on the run for a long time before 
he actually became king of Israel. But God was faithful, not only to sustain 
David, but also to “exalt his horn.” Jesus is a direct descendant of David’s 
line and is the ultimate fulfillment of God’s faithfulness in verse 29.

Psalm 89:20-24, 26-29
I have found David, my servant;

with my holy oil I have anointed him,
so that my hand shall be established with him;

my arm also shall strengthen him.
The enemy shall not outwit him;

the wicked shall not humble him.
I will crush his foes before him

and strike down those who hate him.
My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with him,

and in my name shall his horn be exalted.
He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,

my God, and the Rock of my salvation.’
And I will make him the firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth.
My steadfast love I will keep for him forever,

and my covenant will stand firm for him.



I will establish his offspring forever
and his throne as the days of the heavens.

Reflection Questions
What are some ways God has proven Himself faithful in your life?

How does Jesus prove God’s faithfulness in His Advent?

How do you see God’s promises fulfilled in the lives of your family and 
friends?

ENGAGE:  Sing Great is Thy Faithfulness, memorize Luke 1:68 & 72, 
and discuss your answers to the reflection questions with your family and 
friends.

Advent Hymn
Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 
Great is thy faithfulness, oh God my Father

There is no shadow of turning with Thee
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not

As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be
 

Great is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy Faithfulness

Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy Faithfulness Lord unto me



Week iii
The Angel’s Song: A Song of Peace

The Angel’s Song echoes Hannah’s Song as both present a proclamation 
of peace on earth under the rule and reign of God’s “anointed” king. The 
English word “messiah” comes from the Hebrew word meaning “anointed.” 
Hannah’s Song is speaking of the King of Israel and is the first reference in 
scripture of an anointed, or messianic king. The Angel’s Song announces the 
arrival of God’s ultimate King and Messiah, Jesus, and with it a proclamation 
of everlasting peace. 
 
READ:  Luke 2:8-20
 
PRAY:  Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine your heart to see how God has 
already acted in faithfulness toward you, and then ask Him to show you the 
ways in which you may be exercising faith in things other than Jesus.

REFLECT:  In the passage below, we see God’s promise of peace to His 
people Israel. This peace will come through a child who is to be born. This 
child will grow to be a king and to bring God’s rule and reign on the earth. 
He will be the “Prince of Peace.” It is Jesus, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, of whom Isaiah speaks of in this passage. Jesus’ arrival on earth is 
signaled to the shepherds in Luke 2, and with the announcement of his birth 
comes the announcement of “peace on earth.”

Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace

there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.



Reflection Questions
Where have you specifically felt God’s peace in your life?

How does Jesus bring God’s peace in His Advent?

How does God offer us peace every day through Jesus? 

How can we offer God’s peace to one another?

ENGAGE:  Sing the Hark the Herald Angels Sing, memorize Luke 
2:14, and discuss your answers to the reflection questions with your family 
and friends.

Advent Hymn
Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark the herald Angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled

Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With angelic hosts proclaim
“Christ is born in Bethlehem”
Hark the herald Angels sing
Glory to the newborn king



Week iv
Simeon’s Song: A Song of Hope

To end this Advent season, we will look together at Simeon’s song of hope 
in Luke 2. Both Hannah and Simeon look to God for their hope of salvation. 
Hannah looks beyond her own desire for a son to see the hope of God’s 
king rightly judging the whole earth. Simeon looks beyond his own desire to 
see the Savior God would send and hopes in God’s salvation for the whole 
world. Jesus, the light for the gentiles is our hope.  
 
READ:  Luke 2:29-32
 
PRAY:  Ask the Holy Spirit to illumine your heart to see how God has 
already acted in faithfulness toward you, and then ask Him to show you the 
ways in which you may be exercising faith in things other than Jesus.

REFLECT:  In the passage below, we actually see David struggling to 
remind his soul to hope in God. Hope may be one of the most difficult places 
of existence. When we hope, we are taking thoughts or actions and putting 
them in motion toward that which we hope in. But we cannot always see 
what we’re hoping for. When it comes to hoping in God’s future restoration 
of all things, we cannot yet see that. But we have seen in history (the world’s 
and our own) that we can hope in God’s promises because he fulfills them. 
David and Simeon had to remind themselves of the same thing while they 
awaited the fulfillment of God’s promises to them: that hoping in God will 
ultimately result in salvation.

Psalm 42:1-5
As a deer pants for flowing streams,

so pants my soul for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and appear before God?
My tears have been my food day and night,

while they say to me all the day long, “Where is your God?”
These things I remember, as I pour out my soul:
how I would go with the throng

and lead them in procession to the house of God
with glad shouts and songs of praise,

a multitude keeping festival.



Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
my salvation and my God.

Reflection Questions
What are some specific instances where you have been able to hope for 
God’s work in your life?

How does Jesus prove that we can hope in God through His Advent?

How does God offer us hope every day through Jesus despite our current 
circumstances?  

How does he offer us hope through our relationships to one another?

ENGAGE:  Sing Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, memorize Psalm 
42:5, and discuss your answers to the Reflection Questions with your family 
and friends.

Advent Hymn
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee

 
Israel’s strength and consolation

Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart





Verse Memorization Reference

Take a picture of this page with your phone so that each day you 
can easily practice each week’s memorization verse. You can also 
visit www.newcityorlando.com/SongsoftheMessiah to download an 
Advent wallpaper for each week’s memorization verse.

Week 1
Luke 1 49:50

49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.

50 And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.

Week 2
Luke 1:68 & 72

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people

72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,

Week 3
Luke 2:14

14 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”

Week 4
Psalm 42:5

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you in turmoil within me?

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him,
my salvation
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SONGS OF THE MESSIAH

At NewCity, we believe worship is formative. We were created to 
worship. We are shaped by the object of our worship. This Advent 
Devotional has been crafted as a resource to help us, humans 
created to worship, more fully engage our calling to worship 
the triune God: Father, Son & Holy Spirit. It is our hope that this 
devotional will foster time for you to reflect on the Songs of the 
Messiah in the Gospel of Luke, encourage community engagement 
with family and friends in the Advent season, and more fully prepare 
us as God’s people to gather in corporate worship each week of 
Advent.

For more resources visit 
www.newcityorlando.com/SongsoftheMessiah


